2020-21 SEASON - HISTORY
BECKENHAM TOWN FC

HONOURS
Kent Senior Trophy Winners - 2013-14 
SCEFL Challenge Cup Winners - 2013-14 
Roy Vinter SCEFL Challenge Shield Winners - 2014
London League Division One Champions - 1927-28 

Kent League Premier Division Runners-Up - 2005-06
London Spartan League Runners-Up - 1977-78
London League Division One Runners-Up - 1930-31 

Kent Senior Trophy Runners-Up - 1981-82, 2004-05, 2007-08, 2018-19
Kent League Cup Runners-Up - 1984-85, 1992-93 
London Spartan League Cup Runners-Up - 1977-78, 1978-79


HISTORY
BEGINNINGS
Beckenham Town Football Club is one of the older non-league clubs still in existence having first been affiliated to the Kent Football Association as early as 1887. Records show the club played in the London League 1923-1933 and also 1951-1961 and the Aetolian League 1961-1964, before moving to the Greater London League 1964-1969. In addition to their present day participation in the FA Cup and FA Vase, the club competed in the FA Amateur Cup between 1926 and 1967.

Honours include the London League Championship in 1927-28 and being runners-up in 1930-31. Unfortunately, the original club folded in 1969 merging with neighbours Bromley FC. The club was subsequently re-formed in 1971 rising from Stanhope Rovers - a local junior club that had been most successful in the South East Amateur League. Rovers had been formed in 1959, the brainchild of Howard Smith and Geoff Ward. 

After gaining Intermediate status the new Beckenham Town were elected to the Metropolitan London League in 1973. Runners-up in the Reserve Division One in 1974-75 saw them gain senior status in 1975 and they moved to the London Spartan League for the start of the 1975-76 season where they took their place in Senior Division One. They gained promotion to the Premier Division for 1977-78 and reached the Final of the Spartan League Cup that season but lost to Welling United on penalties after a 3-3 extra time result. They reached the Final yet again in 1978-79 but were beaten 2-0 by Farnham Town. 

In July 1980 Becks moved from Stanhope Grove to their present ground at Eden Park Avenue and after finishing 8th in the Spartan League in 1981-82 they joined the Kent League in 1982-83. In severe financial trouble, they faced extinction in 1987-88, but an eleventh hour rescue package from new Chairman Les Chandler saved the day. In 1988-89 achieved national recognition when in the FA Cup against Barking, after drawing 0-0 away, they played their home replay match with a kick-off time at 5pm due to the lack of lights at the ground which prompted the outburst that clubs without lights should not be allowed to enter the FA Cup, Becks lost the replay 1-0. In 2003 Beckenham Town FC were awarded £100,000 by the Football Foundation for ground improvements which enabled their venue to become enclosed and for their award-winning pitch and drainage system to be laid.

SUCCESS AT LAST
On the pitch there were another two losing appearances in the Kent League Cup Final in 1984-85 (2-3 aet vs Greenwich Borough) and 1992-93. They also finished as runners-up to Maidstone Utd in the Kent League Premier Division in 2005-06. In 2014, after three previous unsuccessful final appearances in 1982 (1-3 vs Fisher Athletic), 2005 and 2008, the club finally lifted the Kent Senior Trophy with a 4-0 win over Ashford United. 22 days later they beat Corinthian 2-0 to also claim that season's SCEFL Challenge Cup and in August that year they lifted the 2014 Roy Vinter SCEFL Challenge Shield with a 3-0 victory over the previous season's league champions Whyteleafe.

MORE RECENTLY
After finishing around mid-table for six years, Beckenham struggled in 2016-17, just avoiding relegation to the SCEFL First Division by a point when they finished 18th. But that form has been turned on it's head over the last three seasons. They finished 4th in 2017-18 - thanks in part to the goals of the division's leading scorer Richard Atkins - being followed by a 5th place finish in 2018-19 and another Final appearance in the Kent Senior Trophy - only to lose 1-0 to Chatham Town after extra-time in front of a crowd 1128. 

Last season their FA Cup campaign ended at the second hurdle when they went out 1-0 at home to Step 4 Ashford United, their London Senior Cup participation lasted one game as they were convincingly beaten by Brentford B and their interest in the SCEFL Challenge Cup was fleeting as they were upset 2-0 at home by First Division Rusthall. However, in the FA Vase they saw off CB Hounslow United and Farnham Town before being edged out by title rivals Chatham Town in a penalty shoot out after two epic 120 minute contests had both ended in draws. In the Kent Senior Trophy they won away at Lydd Town (7-0), Hollands & Blair (2-1) and Glebe (6-2) before going down 3-1 at Corinthian on a sodden pitch in the semi-final in February. However, in the league they were riding high on top of the SCEFL Premier Division table and seemingly destined for a long-awaited promotion to Step 4 when the Covid-19 pandemic struck in March and the season was eventually annulled.

Long serving manager Jason Huntley has welcomed Dave Mehmet back to boost his coaching staff and retained the bulk of last season’s squad which still contains a healthy blend of youth and experience. In addition the club made a number of astute offseason signings to strengthen the team and they will once again be aiming for promotion as the 2020-21 season unfolds.


WALL OF FAME
Amongst the club’s past Presidents is ex-Prime Minister (1957-1963) the Rt. Hon Harold Macmillan MP. 'Supermac' will always be remembered for saying "You've never had it so good" as Britain boomed. He died on 29 December 1986. Amongst the club’s past Vice Presidents have been British film producer and screenwriter Sydney Box and Sydney Wooderson, one of Britain’s greatest middle-distance runners dubbed 'The Mighty Atom', who set a then world mile record of 4mins 6.4 sec back in August 1937 - a record that stood for nearly five years.

Amongst Becks ex-players are goalkeeper Ray Potter who played over 220 games for West Bromwich Albion, Frank “Dot” Morris who played over 70 games for Crystal Palace and Pat Saward who played for Aston Villa in the 1950’s and also captained the Republic of Ireland. More recently ex-Charlton Athletic star Jason Euell has worn Beckenham’s colours.
